3i2                                THE CRUSADES
of the papal letter commending the crusaders to her.    For
the time being, tension between the Eastern and Western
Christians was not high, and the Turkish menace might
have brought the Latin ambassadors and the court of
Constantinople   to   an   understanding,   had   it   not   been
for the destructive war waged by the Genoese who wished
to take advantage of the weakness of the Empire and annex
Chios to their own republic.1    This brings us to the second
stage^ that of negotiations with the Genoese, who had little
faith in the outcome of the Dauphin's crusade and hated
the league on account of the membership of the Venetians.
They therefore hastened to dispatch to the East a fleet of
thirty galleys under the command of Simone Vignosi.    The
pretext was the defence of Caffa, but the deeper cause
was suspicion  of Humbert's   aim at  Chios  which   the
Genoese  coveted  for  their trade  interests.    Their  fleet
dropped  anchor  at  Negropontis   early  in   June   1346.2
The Dauphin, whose fleet numbered only twenty-six, at
once conceived the idea of uniting the two into one naval
unit.    He tempted Vignosi with a large sum of money in
return for his alliance or at least his neutrality; but the wily
Genoese refused, as he had his own designs in the Archi-
pelago.    After pillaging some of the Dauphin's  equip-
ment,3   he  hurriedly   set   sail   from   Negropontis;   and,
to foil the crusaders' plan, Vignosi proceeded in the direc-
tion of Chios to present himself to its inhabitants as a
well-meaning friend who wished to protect them against
Humbert and the hateful Latins.    Remembering former
experiences, however, the Greeks declined the proffered
services and Vignosi revealed the true nature of his inten-
tions ^by setting siege to their capital in June 1346.    The
Empire was incapable of sending relief, and Chios, after three
months' stubborn resistance, fell to the invaders in Septem-
ber 1346.*    Vignosi resolved to pursue his conquests as
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